
 
 

 
 

  
 

We are in the twenty-third year of publishing our monthly newsletter with updates on great fly fishing venues, trip 
reports and insights for our traveling fly fishers.  We’ve been to most locations and pride ourselves on our ability 
to research new destinations.   Whatever unbiased information on timing and locations we can provide comes at 
the same cost to you as booking direct – i.e., NO EXTRA COST. 

 
IN THIS ISSUE:     

• SALTWATER FLATS – THE FINEST IN SHALLOW WATER VARIETY FISHING 
- Belize 
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- Browns, Rainbows, and Cutthroat in Colorado and Idaho 

• WHAT WE DO AT FLY FISHING ADVENTURES 
 
SALTWATER FLATS – FINEST IN SHALLOW WATER VARIETY FISHING 
 
The shallow flats, bays, and mangrove channels and lagoons of the 200+ mile 
coastline, beginning in the southern portion of the Yucatan and extending 
southward to include Belize, provides the finest opportunity to take a variety of 
the shallow water sport fish.  The species available includes bonefish, tarpon, 
permit, snook, barracuda, jacks, snappers, and cobia.  This area begins in the 
north with the 1.6 million acre Sian Ka’an Biosphere in the Yucatan, which 
includes Ascension and Espiritu Santo Bays.  Personally, I have spent well over 
100 weeks since the late 80’s fishing here.  The environment and conditions 
here are, arguably, more favorable than anywhere on the globe to find all these 
species in one geographical region.    
 

 
ESPIRITU SANTO BAY, PLAYA BLANCA LODGE 
 
Normally, reports from what may be the Caribbean’s finest salt water lodge, 
Playa Blanca, feature permit, bonefish, and “baby” tarpon of 10 – 25#.  
However, this summer’s group found an unusual number of large migrating 
tarpon available.  The group at the lodge included Pat March, Jim Hine, Tim 
Quattlebaum, Kim Ward, Tom Phillips, John Zaro, Pat Hagerty, and from 
Germany, Mike Buck.  Mike and Pat March would spend two weeks fishing 
the Sian Ka’an Biosphere, tagging on another week after our time at Playa 
Blanca.  
 
The photos we were able to round up depict the variety available as well as 
the number of tarpon that were encountered. 
 
 

Photos below, l to r: photo taken on the charter flight to the lodge from Cancun shows the coastline and some of 
the shallow mangrove lagoons beyond; Mike with one of his tarpon; Pat would take two permit, including his 15th; 
the sun doesn’t always shine in the tropics – afternoon thunderheads are a common occurrence. 
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Photos below, l to r:  Tom with a plump bone; Pat with one of the two tarpon he took that were in the 100# range;  
Pat with a nice snook; Jim with a jack. 
 

    
 

Photos Below, l to r: a large jack that was not fast enough to avoid one of the toothy critters; Mike with one of the 
toothy critters, a barracuda;….and another toothy one, a blacktip shark; sunrise on the Playa B beach. 

 

    
 

Photos below, l to r:  Pat reported releasing at the boat 16 tarpon including the two large ones referenced above, 
3 in the 40-60# range, and the rest “babies” under 30#; Kim would release her first fish ever taken on a fly; Jim 
with a nice “baby” taken from the tarpon lagoon.  

       
 
Photos below, l to r:  Mike, as usual, was the barracuda king in addition to an exciting array of tarpon. 

    
 



 
 

 
 

BELIZE – RISING TIDE 
 

At right – from the left:  Bill Whitfield, and three generations of the Tyson family, 
13 year old grandson Kaige, son Jeremy, and Papa Jerry land in Belize for an 
adventure on the Rising Tide.  For Jerry and Jeremy, this will be their second 
adventure on a Belize mothership.  Jerry commented on their history of tarpon 
fishing in Belize: “Jeremy and I caught our first tarpon on our mothership trip 19 
years ago…those fish were  in the 40-50# class….nothing like the huge tarpon we 
continually had hit on this trip.”  

 
They jumped over a dozen large tarpon and 
released 5 at the boat over 80#.  One of the 
highlights of a Rising Tide trip is the long fishing 
day and this group maxed out this feature (Bill with 
a low light hookup).  Several times they hooked 
large fish in the late afternoon – early evening period, and the battles lasted until 
well after dark.  There is something very dramatic on a warm tropical evening, at 
dusk and after dark, to be struggling with a large silver king.  Feeling the power of 
the run, hearing them soar into the air and crash back to the water in the fading 
light is a unique fishing experience.  
 

Jerry’s colorful description of the tarpon experience:  “Bill and Kaige were able to land their first tarpon ever.  
Jeremy had a monster fish the guide estimated at over 175#.  His four-hour fight with this giant tarpon started at 
dusk…..with no light, we had to listen to the progress through the sounds of grunts and groans as line was lost 
and regained by a fisherman and a great silver adversary…..The feeling always after these massive evening 
struggles is amazement at what had taken place and the respect for these great fish.”  
 
Photos below, l to r:  Kaige and a fish in the air; Guide Jose and Kaige hold his first ever tarpon;  Grandfather and 
Grandson celebrate; Jeremy and Kaige greeting the morning sun from front deck of the Rising Tide.          
 

     
 
Below, l to r:  Nicki and Georgia did their usual magic in the kitchen….comments on the staff, “The staff met us 
with smiles and as we left, they were still smiling.  The two guides were relentless in the pursuit of the tarpon and 
the cook staff were excellent.”; tarpon was the primary focus of the trip, but time was found for some of the 
Belize variety – Jerry with a nice jack and Jeremy with a barracuda; Kaige winning the struggle; the Rising Tide. 

 

    
 
BOOKING THE RISING TIDE IN 2027:  Several open weeks remain available for the Rising Tide in 2027.  Prices 
and lots of info, including a detailed description of the Rising Tide, are available at www.flyfishbelize.com    

 
 
 

http://www.flyfishbelize.com/


 
 

 
 

BROWNS, RAINBOWS, CUTTHROAT, AND BROOKIES IN THE ROCKIES 
 

The Rocky Mountains of our American West – spectacular mountain 
vistas, pristine natural environments (in most places), small streams, 
large rivers, spring creeks, tailwaters, and the many varieties of 
trout…..scenic float trips, walk’n’wade fly fishing….the Rockies have 
it all in a variety of areas.  Following are trip highlights from eastern 
Idaho and two different areas of Colorado.   
 
EASTERN IDAHO, THREE RIVERS RANCH 
 
Three Rivers has a place 
in our families history as 
we made several trips 

here with our kids and grandkids several years ago.  Many of the 
photos in THE HUNT (especially the Cutthroat chapter) were shot while 
fishing with the excellent Three Rivers guides.   
 
The lodge has been selected the Orvis Lodge of the Year and has a 
rich history dating back to the 1920’s. It’s tradition of excellence is still 
present today.  Dave Hamilton (with the beautiful brown at right) and 

Dave Firestone verified that this 
summer as summed up in these 
comments from their experiences 
here: “We are happy campers indeed: our stay at Three Rivers Ranch could 
not have been better. The staff treated us like royalty, fed us like gourmands, 
and guided us to fabulous fishing. The Henry’s Fork was the highlight, 
providing two days of almost non-stop catching. Lots of rainbows, some 
cutthroats and cutbows, a few brookies, and some browns.”  Another 
highlight of their time was the overnight float trip through the canyon of the 
South Fork of The Snake River.  This involves an overnight at a very 

comfortable stationary tent camp on the river in the canyon…..one of the West’s unique experiences.  At left, 
wildlife and outstanding canyon scenery are part of the overnight float trip through the South Fork Canyon.  

 
COLORADO – NORTH AND SOUTH 

 
I was on my own personal Rocky 
Mountain High this summer is two 
different locations, one in the southern 
part of Colorado and one in the north.  In 
the South, with son Scott, we fished in 
the Gunnison – Crested Butte area.  
Scott is an excellent trout angler and had 

the highlights with a couple of 20+ fish days, one on a Gunnison River float 
trip (at right) and the other on a small wadable stream. 
 
We opted for a “private water” day on the Taylor River (below, left), a 
spectacular smaller stream.  While we did have to contend with some rafters, 
it turned into an exciting day of wade fishing.  The three photos sequence on 
the right, shows Scott casting to a sighted brown, hookup, to the net.  
 

    



 
 

 
 

For the northern Colorado visit, Kim and I included the Rocky Mountain National Park with it’s majestic mountain 
vistas, including the Continental Divide.  We stayed in Grand Lake, on the eastern edge of the park, a small town 
of traditional western charm.   
 
We fished a small stream on private land that was part of the headwaters of the Colorado River.  Kim would take 
her first trout ever…..all fish taken on the surface…fish ranged from the nice rainbow held by the guide to the 
healthy little brown in Kim’s hands. 

 

     
 
……and a day of rainbows and browns on a float trip beginning near the origins of the Colorado River. 
 

    
 

……and a day in the national park and getting to the Continental Divide.  Last shot is looking east from the crest. 
 

      
 
WHAT WE DO AT FLY FISHING ADVENTURES 

 
This is a link with a description of who we are and what we do……also, it lists the destinations around the world 
where we can provide reliable information and help you prepare for your trip:  Fly Fishing Adventures - About 
What We Do 

 
Photo credits:  Playa Blanca – Pat March, Mike Buck, Tom Phillips, Jim Hine; Belize – Bill Whitfield, Kaige Tyson, 
Jeremy Tyson, Jerry Tyson; Idaho – Dave Firestone, Dave Hamilton; Colorado – Scott Muelrath, Kim Ward. 
 
An enthusiastic traveling fly fisherman, 
Don Muelrath 
Fly Fishing Adventures 
www.flyfishingadventures.org 
888-347-4896 
flyfish@napanet.net 
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